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At the northeast corner of Jim Kelly Field Airport 
(13th & Airport Road), a new one megawatt 
solar farm is just weeks from going online.  In 
the photo above, the solar panels are facing 
straight up.  Once operational, they will pivot 
from east to west as the sun crosses the sky.   
 
The City of Lexington will purchase all electricity 
generated from the new solar farm to provide 
additional renewable energy for the community 
and help reduce total carbon emissions in 

www.cityoflex.com 

New Solar Array Nears Completion New Solar Array Nears Completion 

April 2021 

Nebraska.  When this project goes online, the 
City will have renewable solar energy capacity 
to represent just over 10% of the peak energy 
demand in the community.   
 
The City plans to continue to explore and 
expand cost effective renewable energy options 
into the future.  Currently in Lexington, the 
electricity being supplied to your home or 
business is estimated to be from an energy mix 
that is 64% carbon-free. 

https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/program/economic-development-certified-community-edcc/
www.cityoflex.com
www.cityoflex.com
https://opportunity.nebraska.gov/the-community-of-superior-awarded-for-its-work-toward-improving-life-for-its-current-and-future-residents/
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EnergyWise Tip:   Tips for Renters EnergyWise Tip:   Tips for Renters 

by NPPD Energy Efficiency 
Program Manager Cory Fuehrer 
 
Not everyone can replace their 
furnace with a high-efficiency 
heat pump, either because they 
are renting or because they 
cannot afford it.  However, there 
are still some inexpensive 
opportunities to reduce energy 
use while improving your 
comfort at home. 
 
Thermostat settings 
About 50% of home 
energy consumption is 
used for heating and 
cooling.  By carefully 
managing thermostat 
temperature settings in 
your home, significant 
savings can be realized.  
The U.S.  Department of 
Energy recommends 
settings of 68°F in the 
heating season and 78°F 
during the cooling season 
when someone is home 
and active.  When away or 
during sleeping hours, they 
suggest turning the thermostat 
down to 55°F in the winter and 
up to 85°F or higher in the 
summer.  If that is too cool in the 
winter, try putting on an extra 
sweater rather than turning the 
thermostat up. 
 
Smart thermostats 
If you have difficulties 
remembering to adjust your 
thermostat at bedtime or when 
leaving, a smart thermostat may 
provide a better opportunity for 
savings.  According to product 

manufacturers, smart thermostats, 
when properly installed and used, 
reduce heating and cooling bills by 
10 to 15%.  But as with any 
opportunity to reduce energy 
consumption, the savings potential 
depends on how much consumers 
are willing to leverage a smart 
thermostat’s benefits.  Do not buy 
one until getting approval from 
your landlord, if you rent, and 
confirming the model you are 
choosing is compatible with your 
central heating and cooling system. 
 

Zone heat 
If you use electric baseboard 
heaters and do not mind less-used 
rooms being colder, you might be 
able to save some money by zone 
heating.  Electric baseboards make 
this easy since they usually have 
thermostats for each room.  
Portable electric space heaters can 
be a good tool for zone heating, 
too, if they are used safely and 
wisely in the area you spend the 
most time in and you reduce 
heating levels in the rest of the 
house.  Space heaters that are used 

incorrectly can be dangerous 
and can even increase energy 
costs. 
 
Stop air leaks 
Little gaps around windows 
and doors, as well as wiring 
and plumbing penetrations, 
can be sources of winter cold 
and summer heat.  With a little 
weather stripping and caulk, 
these air leaks can easily be 
alleviated, but if renting, you 
should probably check with 
your landlord before you get 

started.  If cold air is 
pouring under the bottom 
of outside doors, a $10 
door draft stopper is a 
simple way to block gaps 
and improve indoor 
comfort. 
 
Windows and  
window coverings 
Your windows may be 
letting heat in during 
summer days and heat 
out in winter.  Window 

coverings such as thermal 
blinds or medium- to heavy-
weight curtains or thermal 
blinds can help you manage 
your home’s heat loss or gain.  
In summer, keep blinds and 
curtains closed to prevent the 
sun from heating the cooler 
inside air.  On cold, cloudy 
winter days and nights, 
window coverings can keep 
warmth inside.  Opening up 
window coverings during the 
winter when receiving direct 
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sunlight is a ‘passive solar’ 
technique that can reduce 
heating costs.  Also, the 
interior of windows can be 
covered with clear plastic to 
reduce heat loss and air 
leaks. 
 
Water heaters 
Since about 10% of a home’s 
energy use is related to 
water heating, turning the 
temperature setting down 
can save energy.  The 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and the 
Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration 
recommend a setting of 
120°F to optimize savings 
while reducing the potential 
from scalding. 
 
Lexington Utilities System 
and Nebraska Public Power 
District want to help you 
make the most from the 
energy needed to run your 
home!  Contact LEXUS or 
visit www.nppd.com if you 
would like more information 
on other low-cost/no-cost 
energy-saving measures, as 
well as various 
EnergyWise

SM
 incentives 

that may be available 
to you. 

 (continued from previous page) 

Tips for Renters Tips for Renters 

https://cityoflex.com/utilities-2/
www.nppd.com
https://qtego.net/qlink/lcf
https://www.facebook.com/Lexington-Nebraska-Police-Department-627170807324790
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http://communityactionmidne.com/ryde-transit-public-transportation-program-reach-your-destination-easily/
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The theme for National Library 
Week 2021 is Welcome to Your 
Library.  National Library Week 
runs from April 4 - 10, 2021.  The 
American Library Association 
says trips to the library are the 
most common cultural 
activities Americans engage in. 
Americans go to the library more 
times every year than they go to 
the movies, theme parks, 
museums, or national parks.  Just 
think about all a library offers 
nowadays.  

Children’s programs for April 
will continue to be virtual.  On 
Friday, April 2, the library will 
host Easter at the Library.  
Children can listen to Easter 
themed stories at 3:00 p.m. and 
then stop by the library between 
3-5 p.m. to pick out an Easter 
Egg.  A bilingual Storytime will 
be offered at   10:00 a.m. on 
Wed., April 7.  On Tuesday, April 
13, we welcome guest storyteller 

Katie Maloley at 4:30 p.m.  A 
special The Wonderful Things 
You Will Be! will be offered at 
10:30 a.m. on April 16 to celebrate 
the Week of the Young Child, 
which runs from April 10 – April 
16, 2021.  Accompañame a Leer 
will be presented at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 20.  Children can 
celebrate Earth Day on April 22 
by attending the library’s virtual 
Earth Day Storytime.  Another day 
in April that celebrates the 
wonders of nature and the earth is 
Arbor Day.  Arbor Day will be 
celebrated virtually at 11:00 a.m. 
on April 30 with the program Feliz 
Dia del Niño.   

Registration for children preschool 
age through fifth grade for 
Summer Reading 2021 will begin 
on Friday, May 21.  The theme for 
summer reading 2021 is Tails and 
Tales.  Summer reading 
programming for children will 
begin in June, with the kick-off 
scheduled for June 8.   

Library News Library News 
907 
North  
Washington  
Street 
(308) 324-2151 

by Kathy Thomsen 
Library Director 

The first session 
of Prime Time 
  Family 
   Reading 
   Time will be 
   held on 
Friday, April 

16, at 5:00 p.m. 
The remaining sessions will be 
held on the next five Friday 
evenings.  A light supper will be 
served at 5:00 p.m. followed by 
the bilingual reading program at 
5:30 p.m.  The Prime Time 
Reading program targets 
children from Kindergarten 
through Grade 3 and their 
families.  Registration is required.  
Please stop by or call the Library 
(308-324-2151) to register your 
family.   

Prime Time is sponsored by 
Humanities Nebraska and the 
Lexington Public Library.  
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https://lexingtonlibrary.org/
https://humanitiesnebraska.org/
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ATTENTION DOG OWNERS 

 
 
As you and your 

dog are out 
walking in your 
neighbor-hoods, in 
the City’s parks or 

on the trails, please 
remember to clean 
up after your dog.   
 

A simple plastic bag slipped over your hand 
like a glove makes an efficient and clean pick
-up tool.  Picking up is just part of having a 
dog.  It may seem silly at first, but people 

who see you do it will know any mess left 
behind is NOT from your dog.  Picking up 
shows pride in your community, in yourself, 
and in your dog.  You’ll set a great example 

for others, and will help create a positive 
image for dogs and their owners. 
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Like us on 
Facebook! 

 

Get the latest scoops about 
what’s going on in 

Lexington! 

Facebook users: be sure to 
search for “City of Lexington, 

Nebraska” (not to be 
confused with the generic 
page the FaceBook folks 

created).  Only our official 
page gives you the latest 

news and updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/City
-of-Lexington-

Nebraska/157277430966096 

801 West Vine St. 

308-324-5995 

Mon.  - Fri. 

8 a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
 

SUMMER  SATURDAYS  

(May - October): 
The Service Building is open 

the third Saturday of the month 

8 a.m.  - 12 p.m 
 

 
● dispose of furniture, appliances, pallets, and 

other large items (small fee may apply) 

● recycle paper, plastic, and cardboard  

● pick up free wood chips or compost  

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING AND OTHER HEALTH 
MEASURES ARE NOW BEING OBSERVED. 

801 West Vine St. 

308-324-5995 

Mon.  - Fri. 

8 a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/City-of-Lexington-Nebraska-157277430966096
https://nrcne.org/recycleyouroldtv/
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Support 
provided by 
Nebr. Dept. of 
Environment 
& Energy 

Choose Earth-friendly landscaping 
 

Did you know that herbicides and pesticides are 
harmful to our kids, pets, and the environment?   
 

The chemicals in these materials pollute our waterways if 
washed from our lawns and gardens into storm drains 
or roadside ditches that lead directly to our lakes and 
rivers.  Practicing Earth-friendly landscaping in your yard 
and garden can help protect kids, pets, and our 
waterways. 
 

So what can you do?   Simple: 
 

● Select plants native to Nebraska.  These plants require less 
fertilizer and water, and are more disease resistant. 

● Avoid over-watering your lawn — it needs about one inch 
of rain/water per week. 

● Use mulch around trees and plants to help retain water, 
reduce weeds, and minimize the need for pesticides. 

● Mow your lawn high — 3 inches is the rule.  Follow your 
community’s leaf pick-up guidelines.  Try mowing grass 
clippings and leaves into your lawn — they make good 
fertilizers. 

● Use herbicides and pesticides sparingly and limit 
application to problem areas only. 

 

Choose Earth-friendly landscaping  
and help keep our water clean! 

www.cityoflex.com 
ND  EE 

www.cityoflex.com
http://www.deq.state.ne.us/
https://www.facebook.com/Keeplexbeautiful


   

   

April 2021 9 

https://www.active.com/lexington-ne/clinics/city-of-lexington-youth-program-registration-forms-spring-and-summer-2021?fbclid=IwAR1Xhk4nycu2orhfC9xcNEMe9rv_xSe1CKDG3bs0ZymossO0atCk9HpG8c8
https://www.facebook.com/cityoflexparksandrec
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Emergency warning system tests of one minute in duration are 
conducted the first Thursday of each month at 9:00 a.m.   Sirens 

are designed for outdoors warning only.  For optimal safety, 
citizens are encouraged to get weather radios using the NOAA 

(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) and/or 
SAME (Specific Area Message Encoding) standards. 

T O R N A D O T O R N A D O 
Now that “tornado season” is here, Emergency Management Warning Sirens 

will sound to alert residents of an impending tornado in our area. 

TORNADO NATURAL 
DISASTER TECHNICAL 

HAZARD 
 

3 MINUTE STEADY SIGNAL 
 

This signal indicates that a 
tornado, natural disaster, or 
technical hazard is pending.  
Persons should take cover or 
move to a place of safety and 

listen to a local radio or 
television station for 

information and further 
instructions.  This siren may 

sound more than once if 
deemed necessary by 

Emergency Management. 
 

Do not call the police or 
radio station to ask for 

information.  People 
SIGHTING a tornado or 

funnel in this are urged to 
notify the Dawson County 
Emergency Center at 911. 

 

SAFETY GUIDELINES 
The following are general safety 
guidelines for seeking shelter: 

 
● Move to a lower level or basement 

● If no lower level is available, 
move to an interior room or 

hallway on the lowest floor and get 
under a sturdy piece of furniture.  
Put as many walls as possible 
between you and the outside. 

● Stay away from windows. 

● Flying debris from tornadoes 
causes most deaths and injuries.  

Cover your head and make yourself 
the smallest target possible. 

● Do not try to outrun a tornado in 
your car; instead, get out of the 

vehicle and seek safe shelter in a 
nearby building. 

● If you are outside and there is no 
shelter immediately available, avoid 

trees and vehicles.  Do not get under 
an overpass or bridge.  You are safe 

in a low, flat location.  Lie flat in a 
nearby ditch or depression and cover 

your head with your hands.   

 

ALL-CLEAR 
 

The all-clear 
bulletin will be 

issued by the local 
radio and TV 

stations in 
cooperation with 

the National 
Weather Service. 

 

Local Emergency 
Management 

WILL NOT issue 
an all-clear 
statement. 

 

During unusual 
threatening weather 

or emergency 
conditions, listen to 
a local radio or TV 
station for further 

information. 
 

CLIP & SAVE 

www.cityoflex.com
https://www.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/nwr/nwrsame


https://coronavirus.nebraska.gov/Home



