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Existing Park and Facility Conditions

The City of Lexington manages eight park facilities, including the 
skate park and family aquatic center, which are located within two 
of the City parks.  This section has a listing of the condition and 
capacity of all these facilities along with photos of the facilities.  Table 
38 lists the nationally accepted standard criteria for how the various 
types of parks and recreation facilities in Lexington were classified. 
In addition to the park facilities, the City maintains a trail system, 
currently in a relatively early stage of development.

Classification General Description Location Criteria/ Service Area Size Criteria

Mini-Park Used to address limited, isolated or unique 
recreational needs.

Less than a ¼ mile distance in 
residential setting.

Between 2500 sq. ft. and one 
acre in size.

Neighborhood Park

Basic unit of the park system and serves 
as the recreational and social focus of the 
neighborhood.  Focus is on informal active and 
passive recreation.

¼ to ½ mile distance and 
uninterrupted by non-residential 
roads and other physical barriers.

5 acres is considered minimum 
size.  5 to 10 acres is optimal.

School Park

Depending on circumstances, combining parks 
with school sites can fulfill the space requirements 
for other classes of parks, such as neighborhood, 
community, sports complex, and special use.

Determined by location of school 
district property. Variable – depends on function.

Community Park

Serves broader purpose than neighborhood park.  
Focus is on meeting community-based recreation 
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes 
and open spaces.

Determined by the quality and 
suitability of the site.  Usually serves 
two or more neighborhood and ½ to 
3 mile distance.

As needed to accommodate 
desired uses.  Usually between 
30 and 50 acres.

Large Urban Park

Serve a broader purpose than community parks 
and are used when community and neighborhood 
parks are not adequate to serve the needs of the 
community.  Focus is on meeting community-
based recreational needs, as well as preserving 
unique landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the quality and 
suitability of the site.  Usually serves 
the entire community.

As needed to accommodate 
desired uses.  Usually a 
minimum of 50 acres, with 75 
or more acres being optimal.

Natural Resource 
Areas

Lands set aside for preservation of significant 
natural resources, remnant landscapes, open 
space, and visual aesthetics/buffering.

Resource availability and 
opportunity. Variable.

Greenways Effectively tie park system components together 
to form a continuous park environment.

Resource availability and 
opportunity. Variable.

Sports Complex
Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields 
and associated facilities to larger and fewer sites 
strategically located throughout the community.

Strategically located community-
wide facilities.

Determined by projected 
demand.  Usually a minimum 
of 25 acres, with 40 to 80 acres 
being optimal.

Special Use Covers a broad range of parks and recreation 
facilities oriented toward single-purpose use.

Variable – dependent on specific 
use. Variable.

Private Park/
Recreation Facility

Parks and recreation facilities that are privately 
owned yet contribute to the public park and 
recreation system.

Variable – dependent on specific 
use. Variable.

Source: Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.  A Project of the National Recreation and Park Association and the American 
Academy for Park and Recreation Administration.  A Publication of the National Recreation and Park Association.  James D. Mertes, Ph.D., 
CLP and James R. Hall, CLP

Table: 38:  Parks and Recreation Facility Classifications
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