

USGS Cost estimate for Monitoring Requirement for NPDES General Permit for Phase II Non Urban MS4.

On behalf of the Cooperative I have requested a ballpark cost estimate from United States Geological Survey to perform the monitoring as it is required by our General Permit.

USGS Cost Estimate for Monitoring Requirement
	
	5 Sites
	5 Sites
	Report
	

	Year
	2008
	2009
	2010
	TOTAL

	USGS
	$385,000
	$425,000
	$200,000
	$1,010,000

	Flow measurement  (ISCO)
	$400,000
	$450,000
	$0
	$850,000

	Electrical (Private Contractor)
	$75,000
	$75,000
	$0
	$150,000

	
	
	
	
	$2,010,000

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


USGS states that they could not perform the sampling in accordance with the requirements as written and have requested the following variation from the requirements.  They would divide the work into two years by collecting half of the cities one year, half in the second year.  Given their mission as a natural science agency serving the Nation, localized studies (especially ones that might be otherwise be completed by a consulting firm) cannot justify the additional federal hiring it would take to squeeze all the work into one year and then have to let staff go afterward.  For the same mission-driven reasons, they cannot simply collect sample and data-- there must be a science question for study, analysis, and reporting.  USGS Hydrologist (Jason Vogal) who prepared this estimate has identified some excellent questions related to organic wastewater compounds in stormwater runoff across the state.  These questions could be answered by the operation of this network with some modest expansion of the scope of analytes being determined for each sample.  USGS believes that even after including these modest expansions of scope and the costs of preparing, reviewing, and producing a scientific report, their ballpark estimate of costs to complete this study is quite reasonable. 

Using only the figures as stated above the cost to the City of Beatrice for monitoring would be approximately one tenth of the total cost listed above for each sampling year.  The estimated total would be $201,000 for the first sample year.  The second sample year would exclude the equipment costs so that cost would be approximately $101,000.  The total for the monitoring required in accordance with the permit requirements would be $302,000 plus any costs due to the expansion of the scope suggested above.

The total cost to the Non Urban Phase II Cities for this additional requirement is estimated in excess of 3 million dollars.

