Questions from first review of the 12/16/15 Fact Sheet “General NPDES Permit Authorizing Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Discharges Entire State of Nebraska NPDES General Permit Number NER 310000:

IV.C.1.c.4 What is meant by “Payment Against Bonds”?

IV.D.2.a.1.b.i:   Define “discharges to the MS4”. Are ground water pumps included – heat pumps?  

IV.D.2.a.1.c.i:  and IV.d.2.a.d.i and ii:  If illicit discharges are random or if they cannot be traced is it adequate to so report?  

IV.D.2.a.1.e.i:  The provision prohibiting non-stormwater discharges implies are force of law above a mere SWMP.  Are we expected to codify this document by ordinance?

IV.D.2.b.1:  The call to “promote, publicize” illicit discharges seems to preclude civil rights associated with being “innocent until proven guilty”.    At what point in the judicial process does this promotion and publication of illicit dischargers names become a libel issue 
IV.D.4.d.1 and 2:  Demanding the permittee maintain the owner/operator of Post Construction Stormwater Control Measures in perpetuity:  How do we guarantee that?  Bonds typically have a life span.  Owners go bankrupt.  Businesses change owners and business types.

IV.D.5.d.1.a:  We have a unionized street dept that may or may not cooperate with this provision to keep a maintenance log on every catch basin.  How do you suggest we overcome this one?
V.A:  Please define “another entity” or give examples.

VIII.A.1:  Since monitoring described is for the industrial, commercial and residential, locations, the “annual” sampling is actually for nine events, minimum.  If so, does the monitoring have to be simultaneous to all locations?  In our City we have had storms hit the residential area but not the commercial or the industrial.  Since our storms can be thunderstorms with widely varying precipitation intensity and totals, it is difficult to be at several locations during a storm at one time, anticipating the run-off.  Therefore, to comply, we will be forced to construct sampling stations with pressure sensors to detect increasing flow prior to the sampling station to collect samples at all hours and under all conditions.  Our experience is that the first flush passes very quickly and then water clears rapidly. 
VIII.A.3:  Define “precipitation amount”.  Is this measured at our official station which is the Weather Service 1 mile east of town (and six miles from our residential sampling location) ?  Please define “snow melt event” and “previous significant snow melt event”.  Is that when the temperature is 32 deg F or 33, or 34, or what? Is that when the storm water flows, and to what extent?  
As to the composite sampling:  Our experience is that given the nature of our storms, the first flush happens quickly, and the entire event can be over in 20 minutes.  Simple grab samples are the best way to acquire a meaningful aliquot.

VIII.A.4:  The issue of “end of pipe sampling” was raised at the meeting in Grand Island on February 11, 2016, describing how this permit condition contradicts the December 8, 1999, Federal Register, Volume 64, No. 235, page 68769.
Furthermore, this condition of the permit does not account for influences exterior to the permittee jurisdiction, including State right of way, Federal lands, and farming practices outside of the permittee’s corporate limits, nor influences from windblown debris during the recent time of extreme drought.  It further does not describe the “where or when or what or how” of the monitoring.  

IX.A.1:  Is this “Comprehensive Evaluation and Assessment Program” different from and in addition to the SWMP?  The details are vague.  Define please “narrative effluent limitations” or at least provide examples.  Define “existing permittee’s” – are these our permittees or are we the permittee?  

IX.A.1.b:  Define “performance measures” and “effectiveness measures”.  

IX.A.2:  Define “water quality considerations”.

IX.A.2.a&b:  Is the specified testing previously given in the permit sufficient to meet this?

IX.B.1.b.1:  Define please, “appropriate environmental indicators and administrative indicators” beyond “physical and hydrologic indicators; biological 
indicators; water quality indicators”.

IX.B.1.b.2:  What are “social indicators and programmatic indicators and site indicators” and how are we supposed to provide meaningful and reproducible measurements of these?
